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III. REMARKS 

1. Claims 1 through 39 remain in the application. Claims 1, 
21, 24, and 28 have been amended. 

Claim 24 has been amended to correct a just noticed 
typographical error. The amendment is not limiting, is not made 
for reasons related to patentability, and does not raise issues 
of estoppel . 

2 Applicant wishes to express appreciation for the remarks 
provided by the Examiner in the Advisory Action dated April 3, 
2003, stating that amending the claims to state "selecting the 
pitch predictor order" would overcome the prior art rejections. 
Applicant has amended the independent claims accordingly. 

3 Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-39 are not 
anticipated by Matsumoto et al. (US 5,819,212, hereinafter 
'"Matsumoto") . 

Matsumoto fails to disclose or suggest using the determined 
coding efficiency to select a pitch predictor order for the 
selected coding method, if the audio signal is coded on the 
basis of a predicted signal in the selected coding method, as 
recited in claims 1, 21, and 27. 

The principal concept o£ Applicant's invention is to enable 
coding of any signal while achieving the best possible quality 
by selecting a Pitch predictor order using the coding 
efficiency. The selection of the pitch predictor order at the 
encoder is transmitted to the decoder for use In decoding the 
Signal because the decoder needs to select the same pitch 
predictor order as was used for encoding. Therefore, the 
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transmitted .i,n.l nu=t carry thi= information fro. the encoder 

to the decoder. 

^tsumoto discloses a method and apparatus for coding a speech 
Signal where the input speech signal is first split into two 
parts, a low-fre^ency and a hlgh-tre^r^ency part, and each o£ 
these parts is then coded .y using a pitch predictor Matsu^o o 
further discloses using a different pitch predictor on the 
different parts (hands) so that the pr.dictor is best su.ted to 
the band to be encoded. 

However, Matsu^oto fails to teach selecting a pitch predictor 
order so that the signal can he coded »ost effioiently and 
therefore Mat.u.oto fails to teach the applicant's claimed 
nvention. More specifically. «atsu:.oto fails to determine th 
coding efficiency of the predicted signals, and therefore cannot 
select a pitch predictor order hased on the coding efficiency of 
the predicted signals. 

Purthemore, in Matsu^oto the pitch predictor order is fined, or 
at least there is no teaching that it could be variable. For 
this reason, Mats».oto can not, and does not, produce a set o 

1 „=ino a set of pitch predictor orders. This 
ni-edicted signals using a set t^x^^^ , . ^ 

! a cent-'^^--^ - applicant, s invention as claimed wh.ch 
Matsumoto completely fails to teach or suggest. - 
Matsumoto cannot use the set of predicted signals o dete mrn 
the coding efficiently and to select the pitch predictor order 
to be used- 

.east for these reasons, .ppUcant respectfuUy sub.it that 
Matsumoto does not anticipate independent cla.xas 1, 21. 27, 
their dependent claims 2-20, 22-26, and 28-39. 
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Por all Of the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted 
that all of the claims now present in the application are 
clearly novel and patentable over the prior art of record, and 
are in proper for. for allowance. Accordingly, favorab e 
reconsideration and allowance is respectfully requested. Shou d 
any unresolved issues remain, the Exazniner is invited to call 
Applicants' attorney at the telephone nuntber indicated below. 

The conuaissioner is hereby authorised to charge payment for any 
fees associated with this communication or credit any over 
payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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